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Mid Hants Railway Gala: 

 This fine image of Ex Southern Railway locomotive ‘Lord nelson’ was forwarded to me by Allan 
Durn, but it is only one  of a magnificent collection which he was sent by Richard Kelsey. Richard is one of 
the organizers of the Dursley "Wings and Wheels meeting held monthly. He joined SVTEC a couple of 
months ago when he came to our Club night with Ian Thomas who gave a presentation about the Dursley Don-
key.  
 More information regarding Wings and Wheels can be obtained from the "Wings and Wheels" website 
which is www.wingsandwheelssociety.org.uk. 

 Lord Nelson was the doyen of her class, first out shopped in 1926, ironically the same year as the first 
Great Western King. Both being four cylinder 4-6-0s in theory their performance should have been compara-
ble, but unfortunately the Southern engine never really realised its full potential until the draughting  and cyl-
inder design was completely rearranged under the auspices of  O V Bullied  just prior to WWII. 

Photo Richard Kelsey 
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Ed’s Comment: 

  Well, what a month this has become, I think it must be some kind of record for information on 
forthcoming events. It is fairly apparent that there is something in the future club outings for almost everyone 
thanks to the efforts of Mike Smith and John Keedwell. Both also contributed a good deal to this months news-
letter, along with Keith Bradley for his latest ditty, Allan Durn and Richard Kelsey. 
 Richard supplied the superb photos of the Mid Hants Railway steam gala, he sure knows how to get 
certain editors all steamed up! I’ll make no apologies for the fact that this issue is almost exclusively devoted 
to Southern Railway locomotives, they all hold a place very dear to my heart, but I promise not to digress 
again at any time in the near future. The problem is, I guess, that everyone knows how easily led I am, and the 
slightest hint of anything steam driven on rails and I’m ‘off on one’! Anyhow, my sincerest thanks to all our 
contributors this month. 
 I must apologise also for including one non-transport related item this month, but I could not resist 
sharing the photo of this splendid building. I have another building photo for next month, which is very defi-
nitely transport related, but none the less impressive, wait and see! 

 I still have no more photos of the Morris Minor restoration, but persist in badgering Bob for them, he 
says that he has plenty, but is not very good with E Mails, so has to get his son in law to do it for him so I 
guess that is the cause of the hold up. 
 In the mean time if anyone has any photos or accounts of any ongoing project then I would be very 
pleased to be able to publish them in a future issue. My contact details are on the front page. 

 There has been a considerable amount of internal correspondence recently regarding the damage 
caused to the model railway track in Stratford Park by a tree having succumb to the strong winds witnessed 
recently. Very worthy sentiments, however, I must enlighten our members, the track is owned and operated by 
the Stroud Society of Model Engineers, as the correct name seems to escape everyone. I’m sorry if I seem a bit 
sensitive about this but I was one of the founder members of that organisation and still have a good deal of af-
fection for it. Some of the other members at that first meeting were John Bond, Paul Wilkinson, Gordon Jones, 
Barry Blake, Paul Norman and his late Father, the late John Denley, Brian Wain, and Stan Gardner. There 
were more of course but these are the guys that remain in my memory such as it is!  

 The finance to create the track as it is more or less today, was raised by holding an exhibition in the 
Subscription Rooms, I wonder how many of our members can remember that event. The ball room was filled 
with models of all sizes, the centre piece being Ernie Cooke’s quarter full size model of Stevenson’s ‘Rocket’. 
Once construction had begun at the park it was Stan Gardner and I that cut and transported all the hard wood 
sleepers, they were all cut to size on the old but large Wadkin circular saw that resided at BP Plastics carpen-
ter’s shop. I guess there are very few of the original sleepers left now, but it was a start. I often wonder what 
happened to that circular saw!!!!!!!! 

 I think 
that the attached 
photo of Steve 
Jones’ 5 inch 
gauge LMS 
black five at 
Stratford Park 
track in happier 
days may serve 
as inspiration to 
our members in 
their support of 
the work being 
carried on there 
following the 
tree incident. In 
the back ground 
is the carriage 
siding leading to 
the storage facil-
ity, both of 
which were add-
ed after the main 
line was com-
pleted.          Ed. 
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Subject: Mid Hants Rly Gala 8-3-14 - enjoy some pictures!   

 Hi Folks   Last weekend myself Nick and Bill went to the Mid Hants gala – not 1 but 3 Bullied Pacific's in steam including Weigh-

bridge! Met1 was also a guest and did not disappoint – shuttling up and down between Ropley and Alresford with a DEMU includ-
ing its (English Electric engine running – Paul)!  

Other guests were Braunton and the mighty Merchant Navy pacific - Clan Line, of which I was privileged to climb on board the 
footplate much to the amusement of Nick and Bill – but some one had to do it. I believe 4 other bullied Pacific's  were there (in 
stages of rust and overhaul) Swanage/W Churchill/Sir F Pile and Bodmin, so that's 7 bullied locos in one place. The home fleet U 
Boat, Cheltenham and Nelson were also all running ok. Enjoy the snaps, and hope you like the Clan Line as a model shot.   

 Cheers R  

Some more of those delightful locomotive photos: 

 Below is a copy of the report written by Richard Kelsey for the ‘Wings and wheels’ group which Rich-
ard has kindly given permission for us to reproduce. Written with other enthusiasts in mind some of the terms 
may leave our members somewhat confused, but I will do my best to explain later in this issue                  Ed. 

 Basking in the sunshine at Medstead and Four Marks station is rebuilt Bullied pacific locomotive of 
the Merchant Navy class ‘Clan Line’. The adoration of the gathered enthusiasts is fairly obvious! Other  

Bullied locos mentioned by Richard being 34046 ‘Braunton’, 34105 ‘Swanage’, 34016 ’Bodmin’ and 34007  
‘Wadebridge’, all of the West Country class. The final two being 34051 ‘Winston Churchill’ and 34058 ‘Sir 
Frederick Pile’, both of the Battle of Britain class. It’s a bit of a misnomer really as the two classes were in 
effect identical but the West Countries were named after places in the West and the Battle of Britains were 
named after people and forces that were associated with the Battle of Britain in WWII. 

 Winston Churchill I guess needs little by way of explanation regarding the name, however the locomo-
tive did have the sad duty of hauling the train which carried Churchill’s coffin to its final resting place. Sir 
Frederick Pile may be less well known so I guess a few words about him will not go amiss. Sir Fred served in 
both world wars with distinction, during WWII he was General Officer Commanding, Anti–aircraft  
Command. Sir Frederick Pile should not be confused with Sir Felix Pole who had a Great Western Castle class 
loco named after him, he was general manager of the GWR from 1921 to 1929. 

 There are more of these delightful photos from Richard, but unfortunately space does not permit the 
full gambit in one month so the rest must follow at a later date. I dare not include them next month or some 
people may think I am biased!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      Photos Richard Kelsey 
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Some more of those delightful locos: 

Richard mentions in his write 
up ‘Met 1 with a DEMU in 
tow’, well, here it is! An Ex 
Metropolitan Railway tank en-
gine hauling a train composed 
of a Southern diesel electric 
multiple unit. These multiple 
units were similar to standard 
Southern electric three rail stock 
except that they had an on board 
diesel engine which generated 
the power to drive the electric 
traction motors. I guess the res-
toration of this set has yet to be 
completed thus the need for the 
locomotive, although Richard 
does speak of the diesel engine 
being running. 
This next very atmospheric pho-

to shows loco 34007 un-rebuilt Bul-
lied light pacific of the West Country 
class, ’Wadebridge’ and it would ap-
pear that she has been put in charge 
of a demonstration train of loose cou-
pled goods wagons. These days peo-
ple associate engines of this class, 
particularly those with the air 
smoothed casing (not streamlined) as 
being express passenger locomotives. 
Not so! Back in the days when steam 
ruled supreme it was not uncommon 
to see them on light goods duties. In 
fact a number of the pacifics were 
built during WWII as mixed traffic 
engines as there was a total govern-
ment ban on building express passen-
ger types.  

Finally this is the image of a real 
work horse of the Southern, the 
Maunsell designed U class 2-6-0 a 
true mixed traffic engine, as much at 
home with a pick up goods as it was 
with a semi fast passenger train. 
Whilst on the subject of Locomotives 
built under the auspices of Mr Maun-
sell, his very successful three cylinder 
Schools class deserves a mention, the 
most powerful British 4-4-0 ever con-
structed. I believe its one of this class 
’Cheltenham’ to which Richard refers 
in his account.  

          Photos Richard Kelsey 
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Stroudwater Navigation Boat Trips 

 

We have arranged a series of boat trips on the restored section of the Stroudwater Navigation from 
Ebley Wharf to Dudbridge then through Ryeford Double Lock to The Ocean, Stonehouse. 

Embarking from the Trip Boat Wharf opposite Ebley Mill, we will take a leisurely cruise east along 
the canal past the playing fields and under Hilly Orchard Bridge towards Dudbridge. 

Turning around and cruising west will take us through us through the new housing development at 
Ebley and then out into the countryside to Ryeford Double Lock. 

After passing through the locks we will head for Ryeford swing bridge and on to Stonehouse. Finally 
we will turn around at The Ocean, back through the locks and return to Ebley Mill. 

The trip takes about four hours. The Cotswold Canal Trusts trip boat “Endeavour” carries a maxi-
mum of 10 passengers and is fitted with a lavatory. 

Unfortunately there are no catering facilities on board, so please bring your own lunch. All trips de-
part at 11am from the Trip Boat Wharf Wharf and parking is available in the visitors’ car park at 
Ebley Mill. 

The cost of the trip is £15 per person and because of the limit of 10 people per trip, we have ar-
ranged a total of three trips on the following dates: 

 

Trip 1: Sunday, 25th May, 2014 

Trip 2: Friday, 30th May, 2014 

Trip 3: Sunday, 22nd June, 2014 

 

Please call Mike Smith on 01453 757995 or 079 895 49419 to reserve a seat on the boat. Please let 
me know the number of people you are booking for and on which trip. 

If you are happy to book on any of the three trips, then please let me know because trip 2 is proving 

popular and filling very quickly.                         Mike Smith. 
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Interesting building 
Unfortunately nothing 
what so ever to do with 
transport or engines. 
However, bear with me 
and permit me this one 
little indulgence. 
I came across this beauti-
ful building completely 
by accident and believe it 
or not it is no more than a 
quarter of a  mile from 
the centre of Bristol! Situ-
ated on St Micheals Hill 
it is the Colston Alms 
House and it has obvious-
ly been lovingly restored. 
Founded by Edward Col-
ston and built in 1691 it is 
now listed by English 
Heritage as a grade 1 
listed building. 



Forthcoming meetings: 

From February 10
th, 

club meetings will be held at: 

Fromebridge Mill 

Fromebridge Lane  

Whitminster 

Gloucestershire 

GL2 7PD 

 

Telephone: 01452 741796 

Monday, March 10
th

 2014 

Kingswood Coal by David Hardwick 

David Hardwick is a member of the South Gloucestershire Mines research Group. We will learn 

about the Bristol Coalfield, which stretched from Bitton in the south to Cromhall in the north, and was 

served by a horse drawn waggon way known as “The Dramway”. 

Monday, April 14
th

 2014 

R A Lister and Company by David Evans 

David Evans is the author of a book on the history of R A Lister and Company, sadly now long out 

of print. David will tell us about the life and times of the Listers’, once one of Gloucestershire’s ma-

jor employers and still with us, but sadly now a shadow of its former self. 

 

   All indoor meetings are held in the function room of Fromebridge Mill, starting at 8-00pm. 

 

Mike Smith 

01453 757995 
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Imperial War Museum: 

 John Keedwell has asked me to remind everyone about the proposed visit to the Imperial War Museum 
as mentioned in previous issues, as more details have now become available. The trip is now confirmed as tak-
ing place on October the 26th 2014. The transport cost is likely to be around £13-00 per person depending up-
on the number of people wishing to attend. 
I guess that this is likely to be a very popular outing and suggest that it may be prudent to book as early as 
possible in order to ensure a seat. To book contact John Keedwell on 01453   890920. 

The Settle and Carlisle line: 

 I thought that perhaps a short note would be appropriate to reassure everyone that I have not forgotten 
the last part of the article on the Settle and Carlisle. I will include it in a future issue as I guess that all our 
members have had their fill of railways for a month or two. I would not have had the space to include it in this 
issue  regardless of the other railway content.        Ed. 
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Steam Section……………………………….. 

Fairground Transport……………………..  

The Steam working Arena……………… 

Industrial trucks…………………..Pete Merrett.  dp.merrett19@btinternet.com                 01453 833178. 

Pre War Car Section ( Pre 1939 ) ..Bob Clapham . bobclapham999@sky.com                01453 821114 

Historic American - Pre 1972…….Pete Glover.  peteglover379@btinternet.com            01453 542977 

Post War Collectors - Pre 1972…..Colin Francis.  cjfrancis@uwclub.net                           07771992017 

Classic Collectors - Post 1972 & Pre 1985……David Price  dj1mg@btinternet.com        01453 546320 

Car Clubs / Private Collections….Samantha Stevens. besbury@yahoo.co.uk                 07817786121 

Stationary Engines……………….Tony Giblin.    antongib@btinternet.com        01453822648 

Trade stands……………………..Sheila  Golder     kraftybits@googlemail.com        07727472284  

Tractors…………………………...Clive Osborne                        01242 680631 

Ex emergency vehicles……...Ron Varnham   between2waters@aol.com                         01453 810523 

Historic Caravans………………..Rob Carthew,                        0121 7043812 

Commercials……………………...Martin Tucker. fairground666@mypostoffice.co.uk        01452 305046 

Motor Cycles……………………..John Grange,     john@jmgrange.demon.co.uk                 01453 762508 

Buses & Coaches…………………John Hitchings, jhitchingsbus@blueyonder.co.uk           0117 909 8042 

Military Vehicles…………………John Weedon,   johnwroweami@talktalk.net      01454 774570  

Timber and craft working area ….John Rhodes,   johnrodes@phonecoop.coop           01452 812709 

Miniature Steam…………………Colin & Julie   Meridith,colin257@btinternet.com         01285 659655 

Model Tent……………………….Phil Webb                  mdcookie@hotmail.co.uk                 01793 827202  

Model Aircraft ………….  Lansdown model flying club - Peter Bennett                   07901576679. 

Countryside and animals………..Becky Stickland, beckystickland@virgin.net                07815748630 

Living history …………... A J Smith -        terryt.smith@btinternet.com                   07971545723 

Cycles ……………………. Anne Read                                                                        01452713826 

Outside exhibits…………. Wendy Kingham        07508933187 

Craft tent………………… Wendy Walker         07920779615 

Club Officers: 
 
Vice Chairman and rally manager.  
01453 890920             John Keedwell 
Treasurer. 
07905960293              Angela Matthews 
Chairman, & Site services manager. 
07967 486555  Martyn Slater. 
Newsletter editor,  
07968 987375             John Stickland 
 
Club-night organiser & Committee member. 
Company Secretary. 
01453 757995             Mike Smith  
 

 Committee member  and program editor 
 01761 472405. Peter Simper. 
 Committee member  and pre-war car section leader. 
 01453 821114. Bob Clapham. 
 Committee Member, and  Program editor and co-
ordinator. 
 01453 762508 John Grange. 
Committee Member and Bus section leader . 
0117 9098042  John Hitchings. 
Committee Member. 
01452812709  John Rhodes.   
For further information on forthcoming club events, 
see article submitted by Mike Smith, in this issue. 
Membership secretary:-         Allan Durn.     
Phone:-                        01453 452393 

Enquiries re these sections to J Keedwell on 01453890920 

mailto:bobclapham999@sky.com
mailto:mdcookie@hotmail.co.uk


Things you never knew you needed to know - Part 9 

 

It has been a little while since the last riveting and excruciatingly interesting missive has ap-
peared but over the last few months a number of legislative changes have been announced or pro-

posed which may be of interest to members. 

 

The demise of the paper tax disc from late this year (probably October) has probably been noted 
by members as it has received significant press coverage but the requirement to provide proof of 
insurance when renewing VED (car tax to you and me) was waived from the end of 2013 and is 
probably less well known. This is now apparently checked by comparing the Taxed Vehicle data-

base with the Insured Vehicle Database.  

 

Again from the end of 2013 vehicles which are SORNed (Statutary Off Road Notification) will be 
automatically renewed each year. There is still a requirement to notify DVLA of any changes to 

the vehicle. 

 

A piece of old news which members may have missed is that in the 2013 Budget VED exemption 

will now apply to vehicles registered before 1st Jan 1974. 

 

The Health and Safety Executive has put forward proposals to change the requirements for the 
storage of petrol at home. They propose storage of up to 10 litres in marked plastic cans or up to 

20 litres in metal containers. 

 

The EU has for some time been looking at the testing regime for historic vehicles and have now 

defined what constitutes a “historic vehicle”. 

In simple terms it is one which was: 

Manufactured more than 30 years ago, 

Is no longer in production, 

Is historically preserved in substantially original condition. 

This is a Directive not a Regulation which means that each EU member may implement it accord-
ing to their own practices and procedures. What this means is that the Dept of Transport may set 
testing regimes for historic vehicles as it sees appropriate for UK conditions. This MAY mean that 
the existing regime remains unchanged or that a new testing regime MAY be set for “historic vehi-
cles” (ie over 30 years old) or a completely new regime defined. It is early days yet but it is al-

most certain that changes will occur at some point in the future. 

 

As always these are my interpretations of what is going on and does not represent the views of 

SVTEC.          Keith Bradley 7 Mar 2014 

Hi  All 
The  following  was  in  our  parish  magazine  -  The  Painswick  Beacon -- 
I  believe  this  one  is  for  us :- 
 - - -  fundraisers  for  the  Cobalt  Unit  presented  their  cheques  (annual occasion)     ---  Painswick,  Wood-
chester  Nailsworth,  raised  a  stupendous  £12,284   of  which  "The  Kemble  steam  &  vintage  ral-
ly  brought  in  £4,986", presumably  that  us  -  if  it  is  then  that’s  well  done. 

John Rhodes 
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